
 

3. Toil is Trivial 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Life is____________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Song: The Perfect Wisdom of Our God 
 

1 The perfect wisdom of our God 
revealed in all the universe. 
All things created by His hand 
and held together at His command. 
He knows the myst'ries of the seas; 
the secrets of the stars are His. 
He guides the planets on their way 
and turns the earth through another day. 

 

2 The matchless wisdom of His ways, 
that mark the path of righteousness. 
His word a lamp unto my feet; 
His Spirit teaching and guiding me. 
And O the mystery of the cross, 
that God should suffer for the lost 
so that the fool might shame the wise, 
and all the glory might go to Christ! 

 

3 O grant me wisdom from above 
to pray for peace and cling to love 
and teach me humbly to receive 
the sun and rain of Your sovereignty. 
Each strand of sorrow has a place 
within this tapestry of grace. 
So through the trials I choose to say: 
"Your perfect will in Your perfect way." 
 

© 2011 Gettymusic and Thankyou Music 
 

Closing Prayer (please remain standing. Please stay for refreshments). 

 

Morning Service, 11.15am Sunday 28th January 2023 

 
 

welcome to 
 

 
 

If you’re new to church - welcome! 
 

- This sheet will guide you through our service. 
- Please stay for coffee at the end. 

- You can also scan the code below to connect with us online. 
 
 
 
 

 
Scan to connect 
with us online 

 
 
 
 

info@burgheadfreechurch.org | Charity  No. SC038129,  CCLI license #507679, Streaming license #813212 
 
 



Welcome, Church Family News & Call to Worship (Peter Turnbull, Minister)       
 

Song: Immortal, Invisible God Only Wise 
 

1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
Most blessèd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
Almighty, victorious, thy great Name we praise. 

 

2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
Nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
Thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
Thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 

 

3 To all life thou givest—to both great and small; 
In all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
And wither and perish—but nought changeth thee. 

 

4 Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
All laud we would render: O help us to see 
’Tis only the splendour of light hideth thee. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer: thanksgiving and confession (led by Peter Turnbul)  
 
Mission Partner Update: The Sloan Family, Ukraine (Stirling Group).   
 

 
–-----------Kids head out to Sunday School –-------------------------–---------------------------------- 
 
 

Song: Psalm 49 v4-8 (Sing Psalms) 
 

1  Listen to me, all you peoples, all who in the whole world dwell. 
2  Low and high, both rich and needy, hear the message I will tell. 
 
 
 
 

3  I will speak with understanding; wisdom from the heart I’ll preach. 
4  I will listen to a proverb; secrets with the harp I’ll teach. 
 

5  Why should I fear days of evil, when the wicked hem me in— 
6  Those who boast of their possessions? By their trust in wealth they sin. 
 

7  There is no one who is able to redeem a soul from death; 
None can pay to God the ransom to prolong another’s breath. 

 

8  To redeem a life is costly— none sufficient price can pay 
9  So that one should live immortal, free for ever from decay. 
 

Prayer: intercession (led by Sue Hopkinson) 
 
Song: Psalm 34 v11-18 (Sing Psalms) 
 

11  Come here, my children! Gather round and listen to my word; 
And I will help you understand how you may fear the LORD. 

 

12  Does anyone delight in life and long to see good days? 
13  Then keep your tongue from evil speech, your lips from lying ways. 
 

14  Depart and turn from evil paths and practise what is right. 
Desire to know the way of peace; pursue it with your might. 

 

15  The LORD’s eyes are upon the just; he listens to their plea. 
16  The wicked he rejects, and blots from earth their memory. 
 

17  The righteous cry; the LORD responds and frees them when distressed. 
18  The LORD draws near the broken heart and rescues the depressed. 
 

Bible Reading – Ecclesiastes 2:1-26 (read by Liz McKnockiter) 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Sermon: Paul Hopkinson | Ecclesiastes – Life Under the Sun | Ecclesiastes 2 | NOTES 
 
  

1. Pleasure is Pointless 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Wisdom is Worthless 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NEW CITY CATECHISM (Children’s Address) 
 

Question 4 - How and why did God create us? 
 

God created us male and female in his own image to know him, love 
him, live with him, and glorify him. And it is right that we who were 
created by God should live to his glory. 

 
more at newcitycatechism.com | songs at https://shorturl.at/bsAIK 
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CHURCH FAMILY news 
Elgin, Forres & Burghead Free Church | week beg. Sunday 28th January 2024 | Reg Charity SC016070/SC038129 

welcome! 
 

If this is your first tine with us, we’re 
glad you’ve come. We hope you feel 
at home. We’re one church family 
across two locations – Elgin and 
Burghead. Please do… 
 

• pick up a welcome pack  
• stay for refreshments at the end 

of the service.  
• and connect with us online. 

 

You can also sign up to keep in 
touch with us via our weekly email 
by visiting elginfreechurch.org or 
burgheadfreechurch.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

what’s on THIS WEEK? 
 

TODAY - SUNDAY 28th      
 

10am Elgin Morning Service –  
‘That you may believe’ | John 1:19-29 – Peter  
11:15am Burghead Morning Service – 
Disappointing Discovery | Ecc. 2 – Paul  
6pm – Joint Evening Service (in Burghead) 
The Whirlwind & the Storm | Nahum 3 - Peter 

 

MONDAY 29th      
10-11am – Mission & Vision prayer meeting 
Meeting ID: 895 1469 9363 | Passcode: 123456 
3:05pm - After School Club (Burghead) –  
 

TUESDAY 30th         
10:15am Ladies Daytime Small Group 
(Burghead)  
10:30am-12 Tuesday Café (Elgin)  
7pm – Pathfinders Youth Bible Study 
(Burghead)  
 
 

 

keep IN TOUCH  
 

 
PETER TURNBULL (MINISTER)  
peter@elginfreechurch.org or 
peter@burgheadfreechurch.org  
07841777482 
 
BRIAN ROBY (ASSOCIATE MINISTER) 
brian@elginfreechurch.org   
07423 586006 
 
DAVI DE PAULA (MINISTER IN TRAINING) 
davi@burgheadfreechurch.org 
07454 827327 
 
 
 
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

WEDNESDAY 31st           
7:30pm – Hope Explored with Small Groups 
alongside (Burghead – Church building))  
7:30pm – Hope Explored with Small Groups 
alongside (Elgin – Church building))  
 
 
NEXT SUNDAY 4th FEB    
 

10am Elgin Morning Service –  
‘That you may believe’ | John 1:29-34 – Peter  
11:15am Burghead Morning Service – 
Hours, days and years | Ecc. 3 – Peter  
6pm – Joint Evening Service (in Burghead) 
Gospel Partnership | Phiippiansl 1.1-11- Peter 
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Church family NEWS 
 

HOPE EXPLORED AND SMALL 
GROUPS 
Our Small Groups will continue this Wednesday 
alongside our Hope Explored courses. We have 
courses continuing in both Elgin and Burghead 
on Wednesday 24th January at 7.30pm. A meal is 
provided for all who come along.  
 
BURGHEAD BUILDING PROJECT  
Following a Finance Committee meeting last 
week, I’m delighted to report that over 
£320,000 has now been raised towards the 
extension and refurbishment of the Burghead 
Church Halls. This is likely to rise again (by 
several thousand) once our latest Gift Aid claim 
comes in. We have also recently submitted an 
application to the National Churches Trust for an 
additional £15,000. If this grant were to be 
awarded, we might be able to proceed with our 
original design for a pitched roof on the 
extension. At the moment we are in the 
processes of ensuring we have planning 
permission for both the pitched and flat roof 
options, (to give maximum flexibility) and will 
soon be pressing on with the building warrant 
application. That will then clear the way for us to 
begin speaking to possible building contractors. 
Be assured that much work continues behind 
the scenes. We very much hope and pray that 
2024 will see the work done!  
 
STIPEND - CONTRIBUTING TOGETHER.  
Following the linkage of our two congregations 
the Burghead end of our congregation had been 
continuing the support paying the Minister’s 
stiped. With the burden of stipend contributions 
relieved, we have been able to move to a more 
financially stable position in Elgin. The Elgin 
Finance Committee met last week and agreed 
that the Elgin congregation would now begin to 
contribute something toward stipend each 
month. The precise figure is yet to be calculated 
– we will keep everyone informed. This is a 
positive development and represents our 
partnership together going forward.  
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYING FOR ONE ANOTHER  
(Across the Free Church of Scotland) 
 

Monday 22nd January - North Tolsta 
Please pray for us as we continue to engage 
with the wider community, seeking to share 
the good news to our community 
 
Tuesday 23rd January - Dumisani 
Pray for the gathering of new and former 
students at Dumisani Theological Institute 
for Term One which starts on January 
29th,Dumisani's 45th year! May there be a 
wonderful spirit of Christian unity(Psalm 
133) present  between lecturers and 
students for this First Term of the new 
academic year. 
 
Wednesday 24th January - Stirling  
Pray that God will lead the congregation and 
guide them, for his glory. Pray for the weekly 
ministry, that God would strengthen and 
bless it.  
 
Thursday 25th January - Board of Trustees 
Please pray for the Board of Trustees as they 
meet for their first meeting of 2023, that 
God would guide them and grant them 
wisdom as they make decisions to steward 
our resources well.  
 
Friday 26th January - Dumisani 
Pray for lecturers Tembani Zani, Ikho 
Magodla, Luaan Goosen, and Wilbert 
Chibenyu as they return to lecture for Term 
One at Dumisani starting January 29th. May 
the Lord bless their labours. 
 
Saturday 27th January - North Tolsta 
Please pray for us, as we give praise to  God 
for some recent encouragements, that we 
keep growing in our discipleship and love for 
our Saviour. 
 
Sunday 28th January - Stirling 
Pray that as the congregation would be 
rooted in the gospel, and that the Lord would 
grow a passion for His word and seeing the 
lost come to know Jesus through it. 
 



 

Registered Charity No. SC038129 & SC016070

Term card for Sundays  

February - April 2024 

Scan the code on the reverse (or find us online) for a full 
diary of weekend and mid-week events. 

&

WHAT ELSE IS HAPPENING? 

For a full list of Sunday and midweek ac:vi:es 
across the Elgin and Burghead sites please either 

scan the code or visit  
elginforresburghead.churchcenter.com/calendar 

KEEP IN TOUCH 
ELGIN 
• Web: elginfreechurch.org 
• Social: facebook.com/elginfreechurch 
• Minister: peter@elginfreechurch.org | 

07841777482 
• Associate Minister: brian@elginfreechurch.org  

BURGHEAD 
• Web: burgheadfreechurch.org 
• Social: facebook.com/burgheadfreechurch 
• Minister: peter@burgheadfreechurch.org | 

07841777482 
• Minister (in training): davi@burgheadfreechurch.org 
• Associate Minister: brian@burgheadfreechurch.org

23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope 
we profess, for he who promised is 

faithful. 24 And let us consider how we 
may spur one another on toward love and 

good deeds, 25 not giving up mee,ng 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, 
but encouraging one another—and all the 

more as you see the Day approaching 

HEBREWS 10:23–25. 



ELGIN MORNING SERVICE
 10:00AM IN ELGIN 

4th Feb | John: “God’s Son Revealed" 
John 1:29-34, Peter Turnbull
 
11th Feb | John: “Come and See”
John 1:35-51, Davi de Paula | COMMUNION
 
18th Feb | John: “Signs in the Temple”  
John 2:13-22, Brian Roby
 
25th Feb | John: “Eternal Life:”
John 2:23-3:15, Peter Turnbull | NVITATION SERVICE
 
3rd Mar | John: “Life from Above" 
John 3:16-21, Peter Turnbull
 
10th Mar | John: “Two Witnesses”
John 3:22-36, Paul Hopkinson
 
17th Mar | John: “Life from Within”
John 4:1-30, Brian Roby
 
24th Mar | John: “A Harvest of Eternal Life”   
John 4:27-42, Paul Hopkinson
 
31st Mar | Easter Sunday 
Luke 24:1-12, Peter Turnbull | INVITATION SERVICE
 
7th Apr | Eater Appearings (pt.1)  
Luke 24:13-35, Brian Roby 
 
14th Apr | Eater Appearings (pt.2) 
Luke 24:36-53, Brian Roby | COMMUNION 

21st Apr | Gala`ans: ‘The Real Gospel’ 
Gala`ans 1:1-10, Peter Turnbull 
 
28th Apr | Gala`ans: ‘Paul and the Real Gospel’
Gala`ans 1:11-2:14, Peter Turnbull
  

 

BURGHEAD MORNING SERVICE
 11:15AM IN BURGHEAD

4th Feb | Ecclesiastes: ‘Hours, Days & Years’ 
Ecclesiastes 3, Peter Turnbull | COMMUNION
 
11th Feb | Ecclesiastes: ‘Observing a Broken World’ 
Ecclesiastes 4, Paul Hopkinson
 
18th Feb | Ecclesiastes: ‘Beyond the Sun’
Ecclesiastes 5, Peter Turnbull
 
25th Feb | ‘Possessing Everything, Enjoying Nothing’
Ecclesiastes 6, Peter Turnbull
 
3rd Mar | Ecclesiastes: ‘Dealing with Death’
Ecclesiastes 7, Peter Turnbull | INVITATION SERVICE
 
10th Mar | Ecclesiastes: ‘The Limits of Wisdom’
Ecclesiastes 8, Davi de Paula |
 
17th Mar | Ecclesiastes: ‘The Uses of Wisdom’ 
Ecclesiastes 9, Peter Turnbull
 
24th Mar | Ecclesiastes: ‘A Study on Fools’
Ecclesiastes 10, Davi de Paula
 
31st Mar | Easter Sunday
Luke 24:1-12, Peter Turnbull | INVITATION SERVICE
 
7th Apr | Ecclesiastes: ‘Reasons to Rejoice’ 
Ecclesiastes 11, Davi de Paula | COMMUNION
 
14th Apr | Ecclesiastes: ‘Life Under the Sun’ 
Ecclesiastes 12, Peter Turnbull 

21st Apr | Gala`ans: ‘The Real Gospel’ 
Gala`ans 1:1-10, Peter Turnbull 
 
28th Apr | Gala`ans: ‘Paul and the Real Gospel’
Gala`ans 1:11-2:14, Peter Turnbull 

JOINT EVENING SERVICE
  6:00PM IN BURGHEAD

4th Feb | Philippians: Gospel Partnership (pt.1) 
Phil. 1.1-11, Peter Turnbull
 
11th Feb | Philippians: Gospel Partnership (pt.2) 
Phil. 1.12-30, Brian Roby
 
18th Feb | Philippians: Gospel Partnership (pt.3) 
Phil. 2.1-11, Jeff Townend - Faith Mission 
 
25th Feb | Philippians: Gospel Partnership (pt.4) 
Phil. 2.12-30, Peter Turnbull
 
3rd Mar | Philippians: Gospel Partnership (pt.5) 
Phil. 3.1-11, Peter Turnbull | COMMUNION
 
10th Mar | Philippians: Gospel Partnership (pt.6) 
 Phil. 3.10-4.1, Peter Turnbull
 
17th Mar | Philippians: Gospel Partnership (pt.7) 
Phil. 4.4-9, Peter Turnbull
 
24th Mar | Joel: “A Message of Judgement” 
Joel 1.1-2.17, Peter Turnbull
 
31st Mar | Joel: “A Message of Restora:on” 
Joel 2.18-27, Peter Turnbull
 
7th Apr | Joel: “A Message of Equipping” 
Joel 2:28-32, Peter Turnbull
 
14th Apr | Joel: “A Message on Des:na:on” 
Joel 3:1-21, Peter Turnbull 

21st Apr | John: “My Time Not Yet Come…”
John 7:1-52, Brian Roby
 
28th Apr | John: “He without Sin…”  
John 7:53-8:11, Paul Hopkinson 


